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I want to deal heremamrspecifically with the last third of LD's article,

where he dilscusses aspecté of our Spartacist League leaflet, Wfrom
Protest to Powery It is unfortunate that his summary of this leaflet

1. s0 inadequates.

The_point of the leaflet is clear from its title: the antiwuar movemsnb
should develop and transform its conception of iﬁself from one ol "proe
test™ to that of an organized movememt'airectly and aggressively ssslng
State power, The point was madé"fhg;éjéﬁgt until now demonstratio sz

against the war in Vietnam, whether they are organized around the cone

cept of "protest" or around "resistance'™, have™not only had no effect

- on governmental policy, but the escalation of the war appears to have

coincided with each demonstratiom,” This fallure to have any effective=-
ness has led to a tremendous frustration among antiwar militants, and
the furthering of mofe hysterical methods of opposition, those of

“confrontation;' etce

Pernaps the crux of our position is here: "Personsl sacrifice can rever
substltute for a mass movement™, says thé ieaflet,“and it is nececouory
Te uncerstand this in deVeIoping a perspective for the antiwar iave»
mento,™ This is precisely the case, What is important is to understand
the dynamics of the society which produced this war in order to find the
means {or ending it. There afe many sectors of this society so discone-
Ttented with their role in it that,théy cam be bronghﬁ to a revolutionary
n of militant

consciousness el --the ghetto uprisings, a tremendous rac

clew-

&}

strikes in wartime -- and it should be the function of the seriou
ments in the antiwar movement to Link up with theso potentially reve
oL .ulunary sectors, in order to give direction and leaderstipy to toeir

revilie The leaflet well msemmx sums: up the meaning of this discomients
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Meoeil stems from the fundamentally oppressive characber of Lmericen

capitalism, of which the slaughter of the rebellious Vietnamese peasantry

is simply the most dramatic external manifessbatione™ (my italics)

The rest of the leaflet dealswith the means by which this linkage can
be made: the general strike, the welding of a ghetto~antiwar axis,

labor partys The final conception is thiss
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i Er $OJ$mc1t can force Johnson to withdraw U.S. troops only if he is —
however 2 i than of the victory of the Vietnamese revolution. No demon
nowever elrective and militant, can do this. Only a movement capable of Laklp

pt as a force for building a T
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LD disagrées with The specific proposals we malkedr In order
make practical our conceptiom of a program for the antiwar movementy

it of course follows that he rejscts the fundamental program itselifl, ke
argely confines himself to criticizing various tactics we proposs to

impiement thls programe. Let me deal with them here,

w o We can't have a political general strike, says LDo It is "mechanical®,

1" LI 1
aruglic

way of solvinz problems, and furtheé@he‘mexisting trade union

b

&

bureaucracy™ won't hear of such a thinge To which we make a direct reply:

£

It isn't "magical', whatever you think you mean by that; China 1927 an

Spain 1936, apart from having diametrically opposite meanings to each

———

.

. \\
ctzer (I always thought the uprising in 1936¥as quite successful, by tis
wayr ), have certainly nothing to do with thise.
As fer as ID's opposition to the tactic of the gereral strike becauss

the "union bureaucrats"™ and the labor fakers goes: thls objectiom was

r BN



poiitics. Since the trade union bureaucragy would certainly oopose :b, the fipht
r the proposed strike would reinforce the increasing rank and filc discontent
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f om belng a more effecczva iorm of prOueuu, the proposed generai strilke
=le the santi-war movement to widen its base among forces other than -
tivists and mgrtlcularly to strengthen organized anti-war sentiment
corkers. It would be an excellent way for anti-war trade unionists to

AL among their fellow workers and inject the war question into trade unien

\) (‘v

nioa3, in £act, in many places, the strike would not only be around anti-
ar dema but economic issues as well. "It would then be a protest of gen er** e
sgeial a;ucontenu, dnd woula help 1ay the basis for a mass revolutionary socialist
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But there are, of course, other ramifications.

a new conception in this country; it existed, and on u
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Draft resistance is noi
2 mass: pase many

times larser than now , during World War I. Read Ray Ginge
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perhaps even to the extent of making the socialist reve
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Draft Resistance, But I unfortunately hawe a space limitaticn,
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